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          October 2017 

Bullers Bulletin 

The weeks have passed very quickly since the 
first week of September. We are very pleased 

with the way students in all years have settled to 
work — especially students who have joined us 
in Year 7 and Year 12. The first sets of 
assessments are beginning to be generated – in 

the first instance in Year 13. As we generate 
these assessments and associated reports in all 
year groups, this enables us to identify where 

further intervention and support will help 

students make more progress towards achieving 
their targets. 

In addition to students’ academic work the 
items in this bulletin provide a flavour of the 
wide range of extra-curricular and enrichment 

activities they have been engaged in – and 

indeed some dates for the diary regarding 

upcoming events. Reading through the Bulletin I 
am struck by how lucky we are to have students 

so interested in exploring these opportunities 

and challenges and at the same time how 
fortunate our students are to have staff 

prepared to dedicate so much time and effort to 

provide such a range of activities.  

As I write the weather forecast is predicting that 
the half term break will coincide with the arrival 

of Storm Brian! As winter approaches there is 
the potential for disruption if the weather is 
inclement. As the thermometer drops we will 
monitor weather forecasts carefully —

particularly in relation to snowfall. Decisions in 
relation to closure are governed by 
considerations of safety for staff and students 

moving around the site, and also in relation to 

travelling to and from school. In the event of any 
potential closure to the school or changes to 
arrangements, all announcements will be 

communicated via the website. 

Students and colleagues are about to enjoy a 

two week half term break for the first time. It is 

well deserved and hard earned. I trust it allows 

students the time to reflect on their work this 
term – and especially in Years 11 and 13, to take 

time to consolidate their learning as they 

approach the final six months of their two year 
courses. Also important, for students and 

colleagues alike, I hope there is time to rest and 

recharge — and I look forward to welcoming 
them back in two weeks time. 

At last! Bullers Wood School for Boys gets the go 
ahead! 

We were absolutely delighted when members of 
Bromley Council’s Development Control Committee 
voted to approve the plans for our Boys’ School at 
their meeting on Wednesday 4th October. This 
means that we will be in a position to open in 
September 2018.  

The need for the school was quite clearly evidenced 
by the number of parents that attended the meeting 
in support of the plans as well as the healthy 
number of applications we’ve received so far. Their 
belief in us and their dedication to the school has 
and continues to be unstinting. 

In the unlikely event that there are any hitches, the 
appeal against the decision to refuse our first 
planning application in January is ongoing and 

should you wish to add any comments you are able 
to do so at the following link https://
acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk 

All comments must reach the planning inspectorate 
by the 10th November. 

We are very excited about welcoming and teaching 
our first cohort of 180 boys next September. But in 
the meantime, there is much to do in preparation 
for their arrival.  

By Ms Gouldthorpe 

Bullers Wood School for Boys 

https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk
https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk
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Cern—It is Rocket Science! 
I thoroughly enjoyed the trip, as I was able to learn a lot 
more about Physics and at the same time was still able to 
have fun with my friends. 
 
The physics that we were taught was very interesting and 
hopefully will help me in the future to possibly understand 
new concepts.  Also the fact that we were able to visit the 
different places and see what was happening made it easier 
to understand. The extras of the UN visit and the visit to the 
Red Cross were also extremely interesting, I had never really 
been anywhere like that before. I enjoyed the trip and I 
would strongly recommend it to others in the future. 
 
The most challenging aspect of the tour was during the visit 
to the Plasma Physics Centre—where the Physics was very 
complicated! 
 
Jenn Martin Y11 

Twenty students have completed, and cashed in, an AS in RS. Paper 1 was done in 2015/16, paper 2 in 2016/17.  The 
qualification was delivered after school, outside of curriculum time.  Most students are in last year’s Year 10.  This brings to 
end our successful fast-tracking of pupils over the last ten years.  My thanks to Mrs Wakenshaw, Mrs Clothier and Mrs Clark 
for their involvement in this programme – each gave freely of their time and expertise, without hesitation. 

Students have done outstandingly well, with 40% of pupils achieving 100 UMS in the paper last year, and 60% achieving 
Grade A overall. 

By Mr Stone, Head of RS 

AS RS Fast-track Results  

A visit to the heart of Westminster 

On Thursday 12th October a number of Year 11, 12 and 13 
students participated in a visit to the Parliamentary 
Education Centre in Westminster to learn about political 
participation and the home of the UK’s democracy.  First we 
were taken on a tour of the historic buildings, pausing along 
the way to discuss points of significance, although as the 
House of Lords was sitting we were only able to discuss 
what was happening behind the doors.  We were then 
taken upstairs to the House of Commons viewing gallery 
where we watched the end of an ‘Urgent Question’ on 
prison riots answered by the Minister for Prisons Sam 
Gyimah.  During our short time in the viewing gallery we 
saw many familiar faces including Andrea Leadsom, the 
Leader of the House of Commons.  We all agreed about how 
unusual it seemed watching the proceedings in person!  We 
were also surprised to hear that anyone could visit the 
viewing gallery when the house is sitting.  To conclude our 
tour we were taken to “The Great Hall” where many famous 
trials have been held including that of Guy Fawkes who 

famously tried to blow up Parliament.  We then returned to 
the Education Centre where we took part in a workshop on 
political participation.  We split into three political parties 
and each proposed our own two-point manifestos before 
going to the polls.  We compared the outcomes under the 
First Past the Post system and Proportional Representation.  
Our Chislehurst MP Bob Neill then joined us to answer any 
questions we had, including some about the Foreign 
Secretary!!  He explained to us the job he does as the 
Chairman of the Justice Select Committee overseeing and 
reviewing government justice issues.   All in all we had a 
very enjoyable day and I think everyone took something 
positive away from the trip. 

By Oscar Harrison and Matt Woodhams 
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Old Vic Schools Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bullers Wood School are fortunate to have been selected to 
participate in The Old Vic Schools Club this year. One of our 
students, Bella Madge, made such a positive impression that 
she was asked to write a blog entry for the Old Vic Theatre’s 
200th anniversary celebrations. Congratulations, Bella! 

In September 2017, my school (Bullers Wood School in 
Bromley) advertised for applications to join The Old Vic 
Schools Club which caught my attention.  I applied to join 
the project for the opportunity of participating in workshops 
led by professional actors and also to see four productions 
at The Old Vic throughout the year.  When I first found out I 
got onto the project, I was ecstatic!  Then, I found out I was 
the only student from Year Nine who had been successful! 
There are 30 students in total from Year 9 up to Year 13.  

I knew I was going to be taking four trips to The Old Vic 
Theatre and I was terrified.  I had never had much 
experience with theatres and when I had, I had never 
actually gone into the auditorium due to experiencing 
nerves of such intensity that stopped me from going inside.  
I am autistic which means I find loud noises and new 
situations very intimidating so this was going to be a 
challenge. 

When I arrived, I remember feeling immense excitement. 
The building was so beautiful and exquisite, I felt like I had 
left the world behind me and that I was somewhere much 
more magical than anything I could ever imagine.  I was 
given the visual story by my teacher (A visual story is an 
explanation of everything that will happen and where 
everything is; the theatre staff and exits are also mentioned) 
and I felt much more reassured that I had seen this because 
I was immediately prepped and knew where everything was. 
I distinctly remember seeing a part of the story which said I 
could leave the play at any time to watch it on a monitor 
which instantly calmed my nerves beforehand.  

The theatre was so intricate and gorgeous that when I took 
my seat, I actually felt no worries at all.  I felt like I had left it 
all behind and entered the world of the play even if it hadn’t 
started yet! 

I went to see The Girl From The North Country by Conor 
McPherson which is now making its transition to the West 
End. It was the most beautiful, heartbreaking, intelligent 
piece of acting and singing and I went home telling everyone 
“I loved it so much, it was amazing!”.  Each and every actor 
gave it their all and I felt ensnared by its charm that I 
actually felt like I was in their world, and not sitting in the 
audience.  I loved the singing so much that when I got home, 
I learned the words to the song “Tight Connection to My 
Heart” because it was sung with such emotion and passion. 
It was so eloquent and detailed - every character made you 
feel something different. There were times where I felt 
goosebumps from how remarkable the singing was.  

I would definitely recommend a visit here as the staff are all 
friendly and welcoming, the theatre is exquisite and the 
acting quality is of the highest degree.  I am already looking 
forward to my next production!  

Happy 200th birthday, The Old Vic! 

By Isabella Madge Y9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Music Concert 

 Christmas Music Concert 

18th December 2017 

7pm 

Tickets on sale soon 
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Wednesday 7th, Thursday 8th and Friday 9th March 2018 will 

provide an exciting evening of musical theatre as performed 

by students from across the whole school. There will be a 

range of excerpts from popular West End musicals put 

together by our Dance, Drama and Music students and 

teachers. 

The evening performances will begin at 7pm and will take 

place in the Main Hall. We look forward to seeing you there 

– ticket sales will be announced in 2018. 

Save the date for a night at the musicals! 

My work experience with the Met Police was really 
interesting.  Apart from going up to the Communications 
Centre in Fulham I also went to New Scotland Yard and No. 
10 Downing Street!  I also got to sit in a police car and turn 
on the siren and lights!  Whilst at Downing Street, a 
Government official pulled up in the Prime Ministers car.  
The doors to the car are surprisingly thick as they are bullet 
and bomb proof. 
To get into the Communications Centre in the Fulham 
building you have to enter via an airport style building which 
is manned by armed police.  Only when you have been 
searched and given a pass can you then go into the building 
itself. 
My mentor there was a Police Officer called Phil Eagle .  He 
organised for me to go around many departments. This 
really helped give me a greater understanding of the scale of 
operations at the Met.    
It was also arranged for me to go to New Scotland Yard to be 
mentored by David Kemp (Information & Insight within 
Strategy & Governance).  He was responsible for my visit to 
Downing Street and for meeting Assistant Commissioner Pat 
Gallan, Deputy Assistant Commissioner Allision Newcomb 
and Director of Strategy Roshia Hughes. 
I told Mr Kemp that I would like to get into either Media or 
PR and both he and Phil Eagle felt that my communication 
skills could be used in either role within the Police or any 
other job sector that I chose. 
I came away from my work experience week feeling very 
motivated and would really like to pass my exams so that I 
can get into a Media or PR related job which I think will be 
really interesting.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Isabel Somerville Y11 

Year 10 Work Experience 
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Under 13s Bromley Borough Football tournament 

Well done to the Year 7 and 8 football team who played in 

the Bromley Borough Football Tournament on Tuesday 3rd 

October, they beat Babington House, Newstead Wood and 

Bromley High to finish top of their table. In the semi-final 

we played Darrick Wood and lost 1-0.  

Tilly Lilly Donovan, Milan Shakespeare, Elizia Periera, 

Bethany, Neath, Isabelle Brighton 

 

Under 13s Kent Cup 

The under 13’s football team played in the first round of the 

Kent cup, unfortunately despite a spirited performance we 

lost 4-2 to a strong Knights Academy side.   

Year 11 Netball Tournament  

Well done to the Year 11 Netball team who played in their 

last Kent Netball Tournament at Rainham School. The girls 

played 7 games they won 4 games and lost 3.  

Year 10 and 9 English Schools Cross Country Cup 

On the 5th October the intermediate girls competed in the 

English Schools Cross Country Cup at Sevenoaks School. 

The team performed really well and finished third. This 

was an amazing achievement and congratulations to the 

team! 
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Y11 Geography Trip - Stratford  

Year 11 GCSE Geography students went on a fieldwork trip 

to Stratford to investigate the varying quality of life in the 

area. Firstly, we visited Stratford High-street and, with the 

help of the teachers and our tour guide, we surveyed the 

public to find out their opinions on shopping, community, 

housing, transport, leisure and green space. We also 

completed a high street survey, tallying the different types 

of shops and housing prices in the area. We then visited 

Carpenters Estate and did a crime risk assessment. After 

lunch, we walked through the Olympic Park and briefly 

visited the velodrome to watch some of the cyclists train. 

Finally, we completed our surveys again but with the 

residents of East Village. In comparison with Stratford High

-Street, these results were a lot more positive and we 

found some very interesting results. Now, back at school, 

we are currently completing our fieldwork write-ups to 

conclude our investigation.                            

By Maisy Shaw, Emily Burbidge and Caitlin Prifti  

 

Bullers Wood elects new House Leaders 

The new House System has welcomed their first  set of student leaders. They will manage the organisation of their 
houses and ensure that each house is well informed and develop students’ sense of community. The house leaders were 
elected from Years 10 and 12 to ensure an effective coverage of the lower, middle and upper schools. 

They look forward to sharing further ‘House News’ over time. 

Congratulations to these new leaders. 

By Mr Ayo 

Year 12 House Leaders 

ANGELOU - Melanie Fernando & Adam Benjelloun 

BLACKMAN - Rae Peters & Abigail Assock 

GREY-THOMPSON - Nancy Andrews & Spencer Smythe 

LOVELACE - Sam Travers-Spencer & Muthmoinat Adekunte 

PARKS - Alexandra Moraitis & Favor Nwosu 

SEACOLE - Molly Kennard & Yvonne Awotula 

SHILLING - Cassandra Haroma & Ogaga Awaritefe 

WATSON - Morna Muzawazi & Katie Edwards 

 

Year 10 House and Vice House Leaders 

ANGELOU - Alice Thomas & Lina Euba 

BLACKMAN - Ella Brown & Eugenie Dadzie 

GREY-THOMPSON - Ellie Cheeseman & Emma Kearney 

LOVELACE - Poppy Cann & Emily Paul 

PARKS  - Hannah Carter & Minnah Haggag 

SEACOLE - Jennifer Rose & Florence Carruel 

SHILLING  - Isobel Telles Hatfield & Katie Robertson 

WATSON  - Libby Hyde & Shannon Morris 
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Friday morning was the day. 14 hours rushing about trying 
to keep everyone together and trying to sort out the little 
details before we stepped on the plane to Malaysia for 3 
weeks. At this point emotions were high as we all knew we 
had an extremely long and challenging period ahead of us 
pushing us to our absolute limits. However, that didn’t stop 
us from keeping positive. After a 13-hour plane journey we 
arrived in Singapore and another flight finally took us to 
Malaysia. Once we had finished all our plane journeys and 
arrived in Malaysia we organised taxies to take us to our 
hostel where we would all be staying for our first night.  

The next day we arrived in Rajan Jones Guesthouse in Tasik 
Chini where we were greeted by Ruth. Ruth's father used to 
run the guesthouse and she has continued it since his 
passing. On the first day we all took a walk down to the lake 
to check out the scenery whilst the local children checked us 
out. We don’t often see large groups of English people thus 
it must have been an experience for them as well. The 
following day we all had a rough idea of what was ahead of 
us as we were going on our acclimatisation trek. The day 
started off nicely with a calm, relaxing boat ride across the 
lake and down the river. It was great to just sit back and 
take in all the scenery and the sounds of the jungle. When 
the boats dropped us at our starting point everything 
changed. We were warned about leeches before we came 
but none of us realised just how many there were going to 
be and how unpleasant they are.  Within the first 15 mins 
one of the girls had already experienced her first leech 
attack! If nothing else this allowed us to prepare and take 
precautions for our trekking phase in Taman Negara. On our 
journey back to the guesthouse we were lucky enough to 
stop at a small village called Kampung Cendahan. We got to 
experience a glimpse of their culture as one of the men 
taught us how to use a blowpipe! We also got the chance to 
visit a local primary school. The children all came to the 
doors and were waving in excitement as we arrived.  

Later that day Ruth sent us on a treasure hunt that she had 
prepared for us. The aim was to get to know the culture and 
community. It consisted of getting names of several adults 
and children, meeting Batin the village head, finding the 
national flower of Malaysia named Bunga Raya, getting a 
photo with the words 'Selemat Datang' and finding out the 
meaning ('Welcome'), and collecting our next clue from 
someone named Mak Annum in the adjacent village. This 
seemed like an impossible task as we had no idea who this 
was. However, when we asked people it turned out they 
knew everyone we were talking about and pointed us in the 
right direction. We then had to get a lime off Shidah, a 
Rhyme from Cikgu Nee and some lime leaves from Noh... 

When it came to leaving Ruth, everyone was very emotional 
as she was such a lovely, wise and passionate lady who had 
made us all feel so at home.  

From Taski Chini we headed to Taman Negara for our main 
trek. We thought we were prepared for this trek and so 
took the necessary precautions such as mixing tobacco with 
water to rub onto our skin to dissuade leeches and covering 
head to toe. Our first day consisted of partaking in a canopy 
walk walking through the treetops in which we saw 
monkeys. The views were incredible despite only being 
supported by rope and ladders! The real trekking began on 
the second day, we took the boat over to the entrance of 
the national park and began the trail getting lost within the 
first 10 minutes! This proved to be one of the hardest days 
as there were countless leech bites and many people falling 
on the slippery, thin paths. 7 hours later we arrived at what 
our leader Amir called a campsite, it was questionable 
whether that’s what we would have called it as nobody had 
stayed there in over 15 years—as he proceeded to use his 
machete to cut down parts of the trees to make room for 
our tents! 

Eventually, we headed for an early night to escape the 
leeches and sweat bees which surrounded us. On our third 
day, we retraced our steps and headed for the next 
campsite. The whole team was beyond grateful to be 
sleeping on grass as opposed to tree roots and bee hives! 
On the fourth day, we ended up camping near a waterfall. 
By this point, emotions were stretched but we stuck 
together as a team, supported each other and really grew 
closer during our time in the jungle. 

Nothing had prepared us for the heat in the jungle so when 
we arrived back at the hostel after a total of three nights in 
the jungle we all had tears of joy in our eyes to see a bed 
and a fan. Despite the beautiful scenery of the jungle we all 
much appreciated the escape from the humidity, treks and 
terrifying leeches. Overall, the trekking made us appreciate 
Malaysia but definitely pushed the group to its limits 
however fulfilling it felt once we had completed it. There 
was an immense sense of pride within the group after 
finishing the treks that we had actually conquered the 
jungle – a task that had originally seemed impossible. 

World Challenge 
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A short boat trip brought us to the Perhentian Islands 
arriving at Bubbles Resort where we got straight to work 
with the turtle hatchlings in the hatchery. Night shifts began  
consisting of beach walks where we looked out for turtle 
tracks – distinctive tracks made by the turtles coming on to 
the beach, ready to dig holes and lay their eggs. These 
interrupted nights were made up for during the day 
allowing lie-ins, sunbathing and helping with the turtles! 
The staff educated us on the importance of coral to the 
turtles and ecosystem, the different types of fish found in 
Malaysia and more facts about the turtles themselves. We 
were incredibly lucky to see two grown turtles during our 
time on the islands. We also oversaw two groups of 
hatchlings as they embarked on their journey to the ocean. 
The sight of both the adult turtles and hatchlings was truly 
special, to know that we could have released a hatchling 
that would grow to maturity at 20 years old and return to 

the same beach we were on is an inspiring thought. 

We were lucky enough to be able to spend some time for 
rest and relaxation in a town called Melaka— by this point 
we were all more than ready to feel like normal tourists. 
After spending two nights in Melaka we headed back to 
Kuala Lumpur. On our last night in Malaysia we all went for 
a nice meal and shared stories and memories from the 
expedition and had an awards ceremony. Then it was our 
turn to thank the teachers for making the trip possible. We 
bought them each tiaras and crowned them ‘Princesses of 
the Jungle’ and said our final thank yous. A special moment.  

It was in our last few days together in Malaysia that it felt 
like all of us have a made a special friendship. When we’d 
set off on this expedition just three weeks earlier we didn’t 
know each other very well and were all filled with our own 
personal fears and anxieties, however by the end we could 
all safely say that we’d made a bond that will be cherished 
by all of us for years to come. It has made us all more 
independent and well-rounded individuals. Although we all 
had times where we were immensely challenged, it made 
us stronger as individuals and brought us closer as a group. 
We would all agree that World Challenge was a hugely 
meaningful and unforgettable experience. 

By Phoebe, Eve and Antonela 

 

World Challenge (continued) 

A21—Abolish Human Trafficking 

This week our main school assembly was delivered by 
Miss Cottam and a number of students focusing on the 
issue of  human trafficking. The A21 Campaign focuses 
on combatting slavery around the world through 
educational awareness and prevention. Students were 
inspired to (quite literally) take a stand—coming to the 
Main Hall at lunchtime to show their support for this 
campaign. Judging by the numbers involved it seems 
likely that this will be a cause that our students identify 
with and will want to continue to support and 
campaign for. 

Christmas Fayre 

Saturday 18th  November 12—3pm 


