


Life After Bullers Wood 2018



Guest Speakers

James Ward           Foundation Studies in Art & Design, and Media 

Ravensbourne College of Design and Communication

Kirsty Taylor           Career Opportunities - Post 18 

Bullers Wood Careers Advisor

James Ringer Why university and selecting the right course?

Eszter Csutora Goldsmiths College, London University



Events 
• London Taster days 

• Sutton Trust and Oxbridge Summer Schools

• Goldsmiths Progression scheme

• HE and Careers Talks

• Careers Interviews (in school) 

• University Master Classes 

• Launch of the EPQ and MOOC

• UCAS Convention 27 March 

• Next Step Conference 22 March 2017

• Oxbridge Conference in Epsom 22 March

• After school interventions and Easter revision sessions 

• End of Year examinations 16-20 June 

• Parents’ UCAS workshop – July

• UCAS and Careers week– 18-20 July

• Personal statement workshop 18 July 

• University Open Days Summer and Autumn term

• Deadline for UCAS Applications - October 2017

• Deadline for Art/Media Foundation courses - December 2017

• UCAS predicted grades published summer term  



http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk/http://unistats.direct.gov.uk/

http://www.moneysavingexpert.com/st

udents/student-loans-tuition-fees-

changes

http://www.coa.co.uk/programmes-and-aptitude-tests/centigrade

http://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/

https://www.futurelearn.com

http://www.whatuni.com/degrees/university-

application-ucas/open-days/open-days.html

http://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/

http://www.theguardian.com/education/universityguide

http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/sto/University_Guide

http://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/

http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk/
http://unistats.direct.gov.uk/
http://www.moneysavingexpert.com/students/student-loans-tuition-fees-changes
http://www.coa.co.uk/programmes-and-aptitude-tests/centigrade
http://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/
https://www.futurelearn.com/
http://www.whatuni.com/degrees/university-application-ucas/open-days/open-days.html
http://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/
http://www.theguardian.com/education/universityguide
http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/sto/University_Guide
http://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/


Every opportunity in one 

place
Unifrog connects your students to the best courses and apprenticeships, and lets you track their progress whilst making it 

simple and saving loads of time



Key Facts

Over 65,000 students

The only place students can find 
every course and apprenticeship.

Saves time for Teachers and 
Students

Makes it easy for parents to be 
involved

Established 2013

Over 360 partner schools and 
colleges

Early 2015 doubled workforce to 
allow national coverage

Expected 1000 schools by end 
2016

The PIXL Club 
(Collaboration of school leaders from over 1300 schools
focused on improving GCSE and A Level results)

Partnered with and recommended by

ASCL (Association of School and College Leaders)



UCAS Top 10 tips for your daughter or son



NEW UCAS TARRIFF



https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-

started/ucas-undergraduate-parents-and-guardians

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/ucas-undergraduate-parents-and-guardians


Life After Bullers
Option 1

• Leave full time education

• Enrol for Apprenticeships or a School Leavers’ Programme 

• Possibly part-time or full time further education.

Option 2

I want a place in Higher Education but not now; a deferred Entry

• Apply now and have deferred entry offer in your possession before going

off for a year?

• Apply in a year’s time with possibly a clearer idea of what you want to do?

Option 3

Choice of the majority at Bullers Wood

• Apply now for a place in Higher Education in October 2018



What is UCAS?

• UCAS is the University/College Admissions 

Service

• It is the only way of applying and securing a 

place at a UK university or college

• You apply online through “UCAS Apply” 



How does it work?

• Students complete online the UCAS form that 
contains 4 vital pieces of information:

• Personal details (DOB, address, GCSE and AS 
results etc.) All grades have to be declared even

‘U’ grades. Some Universities request module 
results.

• 5 choices of university

• A personal statement

• An academic school reference



Your Five Choices

• You need to have selected up to 5 similar course 

choices

• Check and double check that the course is for you 

and that you meet the standard entry requirements

• Go and visit your choices - get the prospectus

• Research the location



Which University?

University of Birmingham

University of Bristol

University of Cambridge

Cardiff University

Durham University

University of Edinburgh

University of Exeter

University of Glasgow

Imperial College London

King's College London

University of Leeds

University of Liverpool

London School of Economics & 

Political Science

University of Manchester

Newcastle University

University of Nottingham

University of Oxford

Queen Mary’s University of London

Queen's University Belfast

University of Sheffield

University of Southampton

University College London

University of Warwick

University of York

Russell Group 

http://unistats.direct.gov.uk/

http://unistats.direct.gov.uk/


AS examinations start Wednesday 17 May !

Design and Technology

Further Mathematics

General Studies

• Government and Politics

• Home Economics 

• ICT

• Italian 

• Mathematics

• Media Studies

• Philosophy

A minimum of an E grade must be achieved to continue the subject in Yr 13 

Modular AS levels 



Linear A levels 

• English Language

• English Literature

• The Sciences (Bi; Ch; Ph)

• History

• Psychology

• Art and Design

• Sociology

• Business Studies

• Economics 

• Computing

• Dance

• Drama and theatre

• Geography

• Modern Foreign  Languages 

(French, German, Spanish)

• Physical Education

• Religious Studies

End of year examinations for all linear subjects will take place the week 

beginning 16 June 2017

These results will determine UCAS/destination predicted grades, alongside 

AS results . 

Students will need a minimum of grade E to continue a subject  to Year 13 



The A level Mindset

V = Vision

How well do you know what you want to achieve?

E = Effort

How many hours of independent work do you do per week?

S = Systems

How do you organise your learning and time?

P = Practice

What kind of work do you do to practice your skills?

A = Attitude

How do you respond to setbacks?



Bullers Wood School
16.03.2017



Foundation diplomas  

Design & media/ 250 students

Fashion & textiles/ 50 students

Media production/ 50 students

Ravensbourne  |  FE 20



Why study for a Foundation Diploma 

Understanding of creative subjects

Preparation for higher education (HE) 

Improved confidence and higher HE 

retention  

No fees (subject to age and status)

Ravensbourne  |  FE 21



Why study in the creative industries… 

“The UK design industry has grown since 2005, despite the 

recession. There are 232,000 designers, 29% more than in 2005 and 

earnings have increased by 3.4bn.”

“50% of new jobs in the UK economy in 15 years time will be in the 

creative sector” Christopher Frayling, quoting the UK treasury on 

‘Start the week’ Radio 4

Arts Council England reported in 2016 that the Creative Economy is 

worth £84.1 billion with 2.8 million jobs, and the UK being No 1 in 

world for creative industries 

Ravensbourne  |  FE 22



Exploratory Stage



Exploratory stage – all courses

Studio projects / 3 to 5 days

Self directed study / 1 to 2 days UCAS 

Application process commences

Ravensbourne  |  FE 24



Sketchbook

/ Self directed development 

/ On going visual resource 

/ Progression 

Ravensbourne  |  FE 25



Blog

/ Self reflection and evaluation

/ Final major project

Ravensbourne  |  FE 26



Design & Media

Introductory projects

/ 3DCP

/ Graphics

/ Fashion and textiles 

/ Lens based media

/ Creative software  

/ Life drawing     

/ Academic writing 

/ Exhibition visits

Ravensbourne  |  FE 27



Media Production

Introductory projects

/ Photography

/ Sound design

/ TV / Film

/Game design

/ Animation 

/ Life drawing 

/ Academic writing

Ravensbourne  |  FE 28



Fashion & Textiles

Introductory projects

/ Fashion design

/ Textile design, knit and print

/ Fashion promotion

/ Fashion products and accessories 

/ Fashion styling and Photography 

/ Life drawing 

/ Academic writing

Ravensbourne  |  FE 29



All students

/ Educational visits (London & abroad) 

/ Contextual studies 

/ Exhibition reviews

/ Own practice and essay 

/ Written work    

/ Independent learner 

/ Preparation for HE

Ravensbourne  |  FE 30



Pathway Stage



Pathway Stage – All Diplomas

/ Pathway projects – 3 days a week  

/ Self directed study – 2 days a week

/ UCAS portfolio preparation 

Ravensbourne  |  FE 32



Three Dimensional Design (3DCP)

/ Interior design

/ Architecture

/ Products and interaction 

/ Set design 

/ Furniture

Ravensbourne  |  FE 33



Graphic Design

/ Graphic design

/ Motion graphics

/ Promotion / advertising / packaging 

/ Illustration 

/ Web based media 

Ravensbourne  |  FE 34



Fashion & Textiles (merged)

/ Fashion design

/ Textile design

/ Fashion photography

/ Costume 
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Fashion Promotion 

/ Fashion photography

/Fashion lifestyle and products

/ Fashion styling 

/ Marketing and promotion

Ravensbourne  |  FE 36



Lens Based Media & Media Production

/ Animation

/ Photography

/ Broadcasting

/ Digital film

/ Game design

/ Sound design

Ravensbourne  |  FE 37



Confirmatory Stage



Confirmatory Stage

/ Final major project 

/ Project proposal 

/ External assessment 

/ Final Ravensbourne exhibition 

(FE & HE)

Ravensbourne  |  FE 39



All Stages



All Stages

/ Portfolio development 

/ Blog

/ Sketchbook

/ One to one tutorials

Ravensbourne  |  FE 41



Progression to Higher Education (HE): 

/ portfolio development 

/ research

/ development of ideas 

/ outcomes 

/ sketchbook

/ presentation

/ critiques

/ HE internal progression activities 



Internal Progression

On average foundation diploma 

students are offered 4 or more higher 

education places (through UCAS):

/ 80% were offered 5 places 

(maximum number of offers) 

/ 10% were offered 4 places

Ravensbourne  |  FE 43



How to apply and fees: 

/ apply directly to Ravensbourne

/ online email

/ February 28 deadline

Home/EU fees by age on 31st August year of 

entry: 

/ 18 or under – no fees

/ 19+ up to £5,000 (approx. & subject to 

change) 

/ FE loans available cover the 19+ student 

fees 



Entry requirements:

Portfolio/showreel

/ GCSE or AS or A2 or work based:

paper based or showreel

/ own study: sketchbooks, 

photography etc. 

GCSE

/ students 18 years of age and 

under need to have GCSE maths

and English language grade C or 

above 



Interview:

/ one to one with tutor and current 

student 

/ discuss their own work

/ discuss work of others

/ exhibitions or screenings 

attended 





Not Going To University?

What are your options?

Where do you find opportunities?

Where do you go for further information/help?



What options are available?

Take a gap year

Work experience Employment

School leavers 

programme/

sponsored degrees

Advanced and 

Higher/Degree 

Apprenticeships



Apprenticeship framework

Intermediate

• Level 2

• 12-18 Months

• Equivalent to 5 A* -

C grades at GCSE

Advanced

• Level 3

• 18-48 months

• Equivalent to 2 A 

levels

Higher & degree

• Level 4,5 & 6

• 24 months +

• Equivalent to 

foundation and 

degree level



Degree & Higher apprenticeships

Degree apprenticeships – university fees paid for via 

the Apprenticeship Levy or by the employer (who can 

then claim it back from the Gov).

Exeter, Bristol, Warwick, Aston, Sheffield Hallam and 

West of England universities currently involved, with 

more coming on board this year including Anglia 

Ruskin, Coventry, Lancaster, Liverpool John Moores, 

Loughborough, Manchester Met, Northumbria, 

Nottingham Trent, Queen Mary, Essex, East London 

and Greenwich 

Higher apprenticeships – may offer a foundation 

degree

Average wage of Higher apprenticeship - £11.63 an 

hour

Government drive to create 3 million apprenticeships 

by 2020!

Some organisations are scaling down graduate 



Degree Apprenticeships on offer:

• Chartered Surveying

• Electronic Systems Engineering

• Aerospace Engineering

• Aerospace Software Development

• Defence Systems Engineering

• Laboratory Science

• Nuclear

• Power Systems

• Public Relations

• Digital

• Automotive Engineering

• Banking Relationship Manager

• Construction

• Leadership & Management

NEW FOR SEPT 2017 NURSING, APPRENTICESHIPS – GREENWICH, DERBY, 

GLOUCESTSHIRE AND SUNDERLAND UNIVERSITIES

Specific Degree Apprenticeships



Higher/Degree Apprenticeships



Sponsored degrees/school leaver programme

School leaver 
programmes –now 
marketed as THE 

alternative to 
university for high 

achieving, ambitious 
students – similar to 

higher 
apprenticeships

School leaver 
programmes can combine 

work experience with 
intensive training and the 

chance to gain a 
professional qualification 
or undergraduate degree 

Companies offer 
sponsored degrees 

where you might work 
full time and study part 
time OR study full time 
and combine with work 

experience

You are contracted to 
work for the company 
after you graduate, so 

make sure you’re 
happy before you 

commit



School leaving schemes



Sponsored Degrees



Advantages of apprenticeships/school leaving schemes

Degree/training paid for by employer

Could be a quicker route than university for some 

careers

Building skills and networks that employers want

Don’t have to miss out on a social life – many 

employers offer trainee nights out/social events similar 

to those put on by universities

Some employers will also offer help with 

accommodation if you are moving away from home 

(again not too different from uni!).

Earning and learning at the same time



Interested in apprenticeships/school leaving schemes?

Act now! Start to research companies you are 

interested in

Create an action plan – which companies are you 

going to apply to? When are their deadlines?

Follow companies on social media to be given updates 

on job opportunities

Keep track of applications – heard back yet? Offered 

interview? Rejected?

Prepare for interviews/selection days – what do you 

understand about the company and job you are 

applying for?

Keep track of universities – many are advertising 

higher and degree apprenticeships too.



Gap Year – what can you do?

Make it count!

Volunteering – Conservation, Caring/medical, 

Teaching, Outdoor education and camps

Expedition (e.g. Sailing, Trekking, Skiing)

Paid work – Home & abroad

Courses and cultural exchanges e.g. sport, drama, 

cookery

Work experience to improve job success



Advantages of a gap year:

• Become better prepared for the world of work or university

• Could earn money before entering university or employment

• Chance to experience life away from home

• Opportunity to help others

• Fantastic work experience employers find valuable

• Pick up new skills and become more confident

• Maybe last chance to have long holiday before going into work or further study

Disadvantages of a gap year:

• Can be costly – especially travelling abroad or being part of an organised gap year

• If you are not organised you could spend your gap year doing nothing – not great for your CV or uni application!

• If you haven’t deferred a university offer you could risk losing it or might not go to university.

• Friends may have moved on and you could be a year behind them.

Gap year pros and cons



Work experience and Volunteering

Great way to 
enhance your C.V 

and employers value 
this.  Will also 

prevent any gaps in 
C.V.

Allows you to 
explore different 

areas – would this 
career area really 

suit you?

Possibility of 
travelling depending 

on the Employer

Amount of time can 
vary-could do this as 
well as work/study

Could lead to a paid 
job 



Employment – how to get the ball rolling when looking for work. 

CV and cover letter-

is it up to date and 
relevant to what your 

looking for – Tailor 
each CV to each job

Plan your job search-

have bookmarks/list of 
relevant websites. Sign 
up to job alerts. Linked 
In, Facebook & Twitter

If you have not got 
enough work 

experience/employment 
why not volunteer 

companies greatly value  
this

Stay positive- do not 
give up if you are not 

successful try 
something different 
e.g. a video c.v./cold 
calling.  Looking for 

work is a full time job!

Networking/contacts-

Attend any events and 
also speak to as many 

people possible. 
Remember not all jobs 

are advertised!



Where to look for opportunities
www.apprenticeships.gov.uk www.getmyfirstjob.co.uk www.milkround.com, www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk

– Advanced and Higher apprenticeships in lots of different industries

www.thebigchoice.com Student and Graduate jobs

http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/ Jobs and other employment help and advice 

www.kaplanapprenticeships.co.uk Business and accountancy apprenticeships 

www.fusionpeopletraining.com Business Apprenticeships

www.cgi-group.co.uk Sponsored degree programme and apprenticeships in business and technology 

www.abpicareers.org.uk Pharmaceutical industry 

www.creativepioneers.co.uk Apprenticeships in Advertising, PR, Marketing and Media

www.techcitystars.co.uk – Media and IT apprenticeships

www.fashioncapital.co.uk – Fashion apprenticeships – from design to ecommerce

www.careermap.co.uk – interactive map showing varied current apprenticeships 

www.directions.org.uk – advertises lots of apprenticeships/school leaver schemes with companies such and 

Lloyds, Aon, HSBC, Barclays, Deloitte, JPMorgan, Santander, BDO, SBG, Bank of America Merrill Lynch, Baker 

Tilly, Nationwide

www.bbc.co.uk/careers/trainee-schemes - Lots of information on apprenticeships in journalism (particularly radio 

journalism), TV production etc

www.jobs.sky.com/starting-out/apprenticeships-opportunites - Apprenticeships in creative media, marketing, 

technology, engineering and customer service

www.gov.uk/civil-service-apprenticeships - Various opportunities in a range of government departments

www.mygasandoilcareer.com – Mechanical, engineering, electrical and processing apprenticeships in the gas and 

oil industries

www.itvjobs.com/working-here/apprenticeships - Apprenticeships in creative and digital media and business & 

admin

www.rollsroyce.com/careers - Specialist scientific apprenticeships and school leaver schemes.

www.hospitalityguild.co.uk – Hospitality apprenticeships

www.ey.com/UK/en/Careers – Ernst and Young school leaver scheme offering wide range of careers

www.thalesgroup.com/brightfutures - Transportation apprenticeships

There are also lots of practical, hands-on apprenticeships out there such as childcare, hairdressing, electrical, 

plumbing, craft occupations – use www.apprenticeships.gov.uk to find out more.

http://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/
http://www.getmyfirstjob.co.uk/
http://www.milkround.com/
http://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/
http://www.thebigchoice.com/
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/
http://www.kaplanapprenticeships.co.uk/
http://www.fusionpeopletraining.com/
http://www.cgi-group.co.uk/
http://www.abpicareers.org.uk/
http://www.creativepioneers.co.uk/
http://www.techcitystars.co.uk/
http://www.fashioncapital.co.uk/
http://www.careermap.co.uk/
http://www.directions.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/careers/trainee-schemes
http://www.jobs.sky.com/starting-out/apprenticeships-opportunites
http://www.gov.uk/civil-service-apprenticeships
http://www.mygasandoilcareer.com/
http://www.itvjobs.com/working-here/apprenticeships
http://www.rollsroyce.com/careers
http://www.hospitalityguild.co.uk/
http://www.ey.com/UK/en/Careers
http://www.thalesgroup.com/brightfutures
http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk/


Make and appointment with the careers adviser in school – Kirsty Taylor – make an appt through 

Miss Lubbock.  Drop in sessions at B34 Tues and Wed lunchtimes.

Use some of the many useful websites available for help and advice – there are even websites where 

you can chat online:

www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk

www.allaboutschoolleavers.co.uk

www.purepotential.org.uk

www.future-talent.com

www.apprenticeships.org.uk

www.notgoingtouni.co.uk

www.icould.com

www.gapyearadvice.org.uk

www.volunteering.org.uk

www.do-it.org.uk

www.stepforward.uk.com

November 24th and 25th – Skills London at the London Excel:

www.skillslondon2017.co.uk

Loads of employers, training companies and information!

Further help and information

http://www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/
http://www.allaboutschoolleavers.co.uk/
http://www.purepotential.org.uk/
http://www.future-talent.com/
http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk/
http://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/
http://www.icould.com/
http://www.gapyearadvice.org.uk/
http://www.volunteering.org.uk/
http://www.do-it.org.uk/
http://www.skillslondon2017.co.uk/




Introduction to Higher Education
James Ringer
Head of Student Recruitment



Choose what you want to study

Choose where you study it

Develop your skills

Improve career opportunities

Earn more money

Opportunities



Accountancy, Acoustics, Actuarial Science, Advertising, Aeronautics, 
Aesthetics, African Studies, Agriculture, Agroforestry, Air Conditioning, 
Akkadian, Amenity Management, Amharic Studies, Analytical Science, 

Anatomy, Ancient Civilisation, Anglo-Saxon, Animal Farming, 
Anthropology, Antique Restoration, Aquaculture, Arabic, Aramaic, 

Archaeology, Architecture, Art, Artificial Intelligence, Asset Management, 
Astronautics, Astronomy, Audio and Video Systems, Automotive 

Engineering, Avionics, Baking Technology, Ballet, Band Musicianship, 
Banking, Beauty Therapy, Biblical Studies, Biochemistry, Biodiversity, 
Biomedical Science, Biometry, Bookbinding ,Brazilian Studies, Brewing 

and Distilling, British Sign Language Interpreting, Broadcasting, 
Building, Bulgarian, Business, Byzantine Studies, Calligraphy, Canadian 

Studies, Caribbean Studies, Cartography, Catering Management, 
Ceramics, Chemical Engineering, Chemistry, Childhood Studies, Creative 

Music Technology….

50,000 options



Course content

Narrowing down

Entry requirements

Industry connections
Study abroad

Reputation & quality



Where to study

Regional college

Modern university

Traditional university



Big city

Somewhere quieter

Campus 

Location



















Big city

Somewhere quieter

Campus 

Location

Close to home

Far away



Applying
UCAS

Apply Online

Write a Personal Statement

Reference

Choose

courses

1st September

UCAS Apply available

15th October

Closing date for: Oxford/Cambridge, Medicine, 
Dentistry, Veterinary Medicine or Veterinary 
Science

15th January

Closing date for all other courses                   

End of February

UCAS Extra available

End of June

Late applications process closes                  

UCAS Extra closes

Mid August

Clearing starts



Application headlines…

• 0.4% increase in applications in 16/17 so far

• More applicants are receiving 5 offers

• 2017 entrants can be ‘even more ambitious’

• Expanding universities, shrinking population

• 3 grades, 5 apps – 98.5% chance of an offer

• Increase in unconditional offers expected

• More universities will be in Clearing 



Next steps

Research

Talk to friends and family

Go to higher education fairs

Open days

Information and guidance services




