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Introduction to the course      
 

Welcome to A Level Economics. The Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Economics A is 

structured into four themes and consists of three externally examined papers. Students build knowledge 

and understanding of core economic models and concepts in Themes 1 and 2, and then build on this 

and apply their knowledge to more complex concepts and models in Themes 3 and 4. Students will 

need to apply their knowledge and understanding to both familiar and unfamiliar contexts in the 

assessments and demonstrate an awareness of current economic events and policies. In May/June 2022 

your final assessments will consist of 3 x 2-hour exam papers, with the first two counting 35% and the 

last paper 30% of the total qualification. Currently we do not offer an AS level on this course and as such 

you must complete both years of study to gain a qualification.  
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Link to above resources: https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/economics-
a/2015/specification-and-sample-assessment-materials/A_Level_Econ_A_Spec.pdf 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/economics-a/2015/specification-and-sample-assessment-materials/A_Level_Econ_A_Spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/economics-a/2015/specification-and-sample-assessment-materials/A_Level_Econ_A_Spec.pdf
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Quantitative skills       
 

Throughout the course of study, students will develop competence in the quantitative skills listed below. There are 

opportunities for students to develop these skills throughout the content and they are required to apply the skills 

to relevant economic contexts. 

The assessment of quantitative skills will include at least Level 2 mathematical skills and quantitative skills 1 to 9 will 

constitute a minimum of 20% of the overall marks for this qualification. 
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Why study Economics?  
 

There aren’t many A-level subjects as dynamic as Economics. The news is full of examples of Economics in action 

such as: 

How Economics can help provide answers to the challenges of climate change and environmental damage 

The winners and losers from increasing protectionism 

The future of work in an era of artificial intelligence 

 

https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/blog/why-study-a-level-economics 

  

https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/blog/why-study-a-level-economics
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Published resources        
 

Below are the recommended published resources we refer to throughout the course. You will not be 

disadvantaged by not owning any of the following, but they will certainly help with your independent learning. 

 

Textbooks: 

 

 

 
Link to above resources: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/economics-a-

2015.resources.html?filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Publisher%2FPearson 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/economics-a-2015.resources.html?filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Publisher%2FPearson
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/economics-a-2015.resources.html?filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Publisher%2FPearson
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Revision guide: 

 

 

Link to above resource: https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/search-

results?searchtext=A%2Blevel%2Beconomics&searchmode=anyword&active_tab=product 

  

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/search-results?searchtext=A%2Blevel%2Beconomics&searchmode=anyword&active_tab=product
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/search-results?searchtext=A%2Blevel%2Beconomics&searchmode=anyword&active_tab=product
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Independent learning workbooks 

 

 

 

Link to above resources: https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/store/revision-aids 

  

  

https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/store/revision-aids
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Online resources        
 

As subject there are a wealth of online resources available to us to use to consolidate and extend classroom 

teaching. Below are some of the key resources we will refer to: 

 

 

https://www.senecalearning.com/ 

class code: xl3618xcom 

 

https://www.tutor2u.net/economics 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/pajholden/videos 

 

 

https://www.econplusdal.com 

https://www.senecalearning.com/
https://www.tutor2u.net/economics
https://www.youtube.com/user/pajholden/videos
https://www.econplusdal.com/
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https://www.khanacademy.org/economics-finance-domain 

 

  

https://www.khanacademy.org/economics-finance-domain
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Suggested reading        
 

The following are a selection of magazine, newspapers and books that will help you to explore Economics: 

 

https://www.ft.com/stream/dc4eb395-7eaa-4cea-a0c8-4ad46ec26347 

 

https://www.economist.com 

 

https://iea.org.uk/ 

 

 

https://www.ft.com/stream/dc4eb395-7eaa-4cea-a0c8-4ad46ec26347
https://www.economist.com/
https://iea.org.uk/
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TV             
 

The following are a selection of television programmes that may help provide some context to Economics: 
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The following tasks must be completed and brought to your first economics lesson.  

Summer work activity 1       
Micro Economics: Use the following link to answer the questions below 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Economics/2015/specification-and-sample-
assessment-materials/A_Level_Econ_A_Spec.pdf 
 

1) What exam board are we using? 

2) How many A LEVEL examinations are there and what topics do they cover? 

3) How does A LEVEL Paper 1 differ from Paper 2? 

4) How is Paper 3 structured? 

5) The following link is where you will be able to access past papers so that you can practise throughout the 

two years. 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A-Level/Economics/2015/Exam-
materials/9EC0_01_que_20180606.pdf 
 

Find Paper 1 (AS): Question paper June 2018, Have a go at answering the first multiple choice question, 

check your answer in the mark scheme… did you get it right? 

 

Summer work activity 2      

Macro Economics is the study of the economy as a whole. 
 

Watch the following videos; 
UK Economy - Why is the UK a slow-growth economy? | Economics | tutor2u 

(13) Y1 1) Macro Objectives of Government (Growth Unemployment, Inflation, Trade - TIGERS) - YouTube 

1) Summarize in 10 bullet points the reasons why the UK is a slow-growth economy. 

2) What are the four main economic indicators and how are they measured? What does TIGERS stand for? 

Summer work activity 3      

Micro Economics: The allocation of scarce resources whilst having unlimited wants. 
 

Watch the following video;  

(13) Y1 1) The Economic Problem (Scarcity & Choice) - YouTube 

Explain the economic problem that all countries face. 

Watch the following video on the economics of cigarette consumption; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OpVpOMFL7fA 

1) What is the cost to the NHS of treating smoking-related illnesses? 

2) Consider 3 policies that you would use that could possibly reduce cigarette smoking. For each policy, 

consider 2 advantages and 2 disadvantages. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Economics/2015/specification-and-sample-assessment-materials/A_Level_Econ_A_Spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Economics/2015/specification-and-sample-assessment-materials/A_Level_Econ_A_Spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A-Level/Economics/2015/Exam-materials/9EC0_01_que_20180606.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A-Level/Economics/2015/Exam-materials/9EC0_01_que_20180606.pdf
https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/reference/uk-economy-why-is-the-uk-a-slow-growth-economy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OPV1BOs1ISI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W9IjktFC9Tg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OpVpOMFL7fA
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Summer work activity 4      

Reading and understanding: 
 

Click to read the article below and then answer the questions:  

 

What is the UK inflation rate and why is the cost of living rising? - BBC News 

 

Be prepared to answer all the questions in bold in the article. 

Research the latest data on the UK inflation rate in 2023. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-12196322
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